
All non-white people were affected by the new laws. 

Only people classed as ‘white’ could vote. 
Nelson Mandela was thirty years old when apartheid 
became law. 
The government put everyone into four racial groups.

In 1948, when Nelson was thirty years old, the National Party 
of South Africa introduced apartheid as law.

All non-white people were affected by the new apartheid 
laws because the government had created four different racial 
groups. 

White

Asian (from India)

Coloured (mixed race)

Bantu (black)

The government put everyone into these groups, and that 
grouping determined where you could live, if you could go to 
school, where you could work, where you could travel, and 
where you could be treated if you became ill.

Only people classed as ‘white’ could vote. They had the best 
opportunities the government money was spent on making life 
better for them.

Did you know?

The word ‘apartheid’ means ‘separateness’ in Afrikaans.119

1. 1.   In what year did apartheid become law?

                                                                                                

2.2.   Find and copy the word that means ‘separateness’  
      in Afrikaans.

                                                                                                                                                     

4.4.     How has the author organised the text? Why?

                                                                                                 

                                                                                                

3.3.   Number the events 1-4 to show the order that they happen in       
      the text.
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All non-white people were affected by the new laws. 

Only people classed as ‘white’ could vote. 
Nelson Mandela was thirty years old when apartheid 
became law. 

The government put everyone into four racial groups.

In 1948, when Nelson was thirty years old, the National Party 
of South Africa introduced apartheid as law.

All non-white people were affected by the new apartheid 
laws because the government had created four different racial 
groups. 

White

Asian (from India)

Coloured (mixed race)

Bantu (black)

The government put everyone into these groups, and that 
grouping determined where you could live, if you could go to 
school, where you could work, where you could travel, and 
where you could be treated if you became ill.

Only people classed as ‘white’ could vote. They had the best 
opportunities the government money was spent on making life 
better for them.

Did you know?

The word ‘apartheid’ means ‘separateness’ in Afrikaans.119

1. 1.   In what year did apartheid become law?

     Apartheid became law in 1948.

2.2.   Find and copy the word that means ‘separateness’  
      in Afrikaans.

      apartheid

4.4.     How has the author organised the text? Why?

     Pupils’ own responses, such as: The author has used some            

     bullet points in the text. I think this is to highlight part of                 

     what the government had done.

3.3.   Number the events 1-4 to show the order that they happen in       
      the text.
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1

3
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